
 

St. Perpetua Outreach Committee Meeting 

April 5, 2022 

Members Present:  Melly Narkiewicz (chair), Mary Terjeson, Ann Diemer (notetaker/treasurer), 
Carol Weyer, Sandi Gritzer, Marj Ho 

Welcome and Prayer:  Melly welcomed everyone and led the opening prayer.  

Correspondence and Agency Updates:  There was a discussion of updates since the last 
meeting.  Several items have been/will be added to the bulletin board, including a Contra Costa 
Food Bank Gala and a Trinity Center Gala.  We also received a nice thank you letter from the 
Foster Family Network regarding using our funds to introduce foster children to the theatre.  
Sandi will look for an opportunity to share parts of the letter with the parish.   

Ann noted she had sent out a link to a new application the Contra Costa Food Bank has 
developed that allows you to search for food banks by your zip code.  Many of the agencies we 
support are included in their data base.  Ann wondered if there is a way to share this with the 
parish to show them how effective and innovative some of our agencies are.  This led to a 
discussion of ways to share some of the good works of our agencies, perhaps through a Town 
Hall type of format.  Instead of having a speaker solely for the Committee we could have them 
for a presentation that was made available to the Parish.  Mary will run this idea by Christoph 
for some feed back.  With Father John leaving, it may not be the best time to start something 
new, but we can keep it on the agenda going forward as a possible way to get more people in 
the parish interested in joining our Committee and/or supporting our agencies.  

All discussed the importance of getting back in touch with the agency you are liaison for and 
updating the agency profile.  Re-establishing that personal connection that has often been lost 
due to our isolation during Covid is important, and in many cases, our contact person has 
changed.  It was agreed for all to try and make contact with their agencies and update profiles 
by this summer.   Also under contacts in the bottom section of the profile form, please confirm 
and include the name and address to send the checks. 

Mary noted that Marie Ward has agreed to take on Hope Conference, SHARE, and Shelter Inc..  
She has already done an update of the profiles for Hope and SHARE.  Thank you Marie! 

Financial Report:   

Ann Diemer presented the Financial Report.  She noted that there were $3481 in donations in 
March, including a generous donation of $2500 from one individual.  There were two additional 
expenses in March, a $55 remaining donation to Winter Nights and a shelter dinner 
reimbursement of $238. The month ending balance is $3909. This will allow for seven donations 
of $500 each and leave $409 in the account for shelter dinner reimbursement and other 
miscellaneous expenses.  Ann suggested that we continue down the list of agencies in order 
donating to the next seven on our list, but Mary asked us to take CCIC out of order, since they 
have a matching donation program going on for the month of April only.  The Committee 



agreed to that suggestion.  Thus, the agencies receiving donations will be:  CCIC, Rotacare, 
SHARE, Shelter Inc., STAND, Trinity Center, and We Care.  Sandi Gritzer requested that she pick 
up the checks for her two agencies, STAND and We Care, so that she can hand deliver them and 
check in with both agencies. 

Food Drive:   

• The St. Vincent de Paul food drive on March 20 was a success with a van full of food 
delivered. Helpers in Diane’s absence, were Mary T, Crystal and Karen.   Dee Dee for 
future deliveries please request help to unload the car and take into the pantry. 

• The next Food Drive will be on April 24 for Monument Crisis Center.  Sandi and her 
husband will be there as well as Carol Weyer and Ann Diemer.   It was confirmed that 
limiting drop off to a half hour, from 12:30 to 1:00 pm, is working well. 

• No date had been set for the May food drive, but after discussion the weekend of May 
14/15th was chosen.  Sandy will start the advertising and we will talk about volunteers at 
the next Outreach Meeting. 

Other Activities and Items 

• Shoes that Fit – Marj Ho reported that she is hoping to receive another list of children 
needing shoes before the end of the school year.  One need she has is for a list of 
persons who would be willing to purchase a pair of shoes when there is a last minute 
need, due to one of the purchased pairs not fitting.  She and Carol will brainstorm this 
and bring it back to next meeting for input from the Committee. 

• Mary reported that Friendly Manor continues to be on hold. Currently there is no need 
for lunches.   

• Winter Nights – Mary reported for Karen that several clients of Winter Nights have 
found permanent housing, including some from the parking lot program.  Winter Nights 
is looking at adding more spots to the parking lot program in the future. 

• Shelter Dinners have resumed and this month the dinner will be April 10.  Cooks and 
transporters have been identified and the program is running smoothly. 

Communications and Publicity 

• Sandi reported that she has everything she needs for publicity!  She will be sure to 
emphasize the fifth Sunday in May as the Outreach Collection Sunday. 

Closing Prayer:  We ended the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next meeting will be May 3 at 7:00 pm; a recorder is needed. 


